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To the Governor and to the Members of the Thirty-sixth Legisla- 
tive Assembly of New Mexico: 

GENTLEMEN—Our school law and the practice under it is 
far from being ideal. From very necessity it has been large- 
ly tentative and should be amended from time to time as 
conditions demand it. Without a thought of being dictatorial 
or meddlesome in the least, we, who work in the system, and 
who consequently know its particular merits and needs, 
invite your attention to the following cohsiderations, and 
` sincerely hope that they will be received in the same spirit 
in which they are given. If so, the coming legislative session 
will be productive of much good to the school interests of 
the territory. 

A more competent superintendency we believe to be one of 
the greatest needs of our school system. The salary of the 
Territorial Superintendent should be raised to $2,500 per an- 
num, making the position as inviting to the most competent 
as that accorded to the heads of the various educational insti- 
tutions. We recognize the clerical work of this officer as im- 
portant, but infinitely more so his work as a practical school 
man. Heshould bea man not only of liberal education, but 
of broad educational experience, who is competent to infiu- 
ence all classes on the subject of education, and especially 
those of his own profession. We emphasize the importance 
of this officer visiting the various counties of the Territory in 
order that he may inspire his teachers to greater efficiency, 
that he may secure more uniformity in school practice, and 
that he may in turn be more instrumental in securing whole- 
some school legislation. 
< "We regret that the county superintendency is regarded in 
most counties of the Territory as a position to be filled by a 
politician rather than by a practical school man.: If the du- 
ties of this office be confined to organizing school districts, 
disbursing the school fund, receiving and making statis- 
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tical reports, etc., it had better be abolished and some 

other county offieer called upon to take charge gf those 

affairs. Teachingis a very difficult art, it requires a high 

degres of skill, and presupposes the most careful prepara- ` 
tion and supervision. The rural teacher especially needs 

the council and the instruction of one who has had actual 

teaching experience. To this end we appeal to the people to 

elect more competent men or women to this office—sober, 

respectable citizens as capable of performing this special 

function as the district attorney is capable of filling his posi- 

tion as such. However, under present conditions we do not 

expect expert supervision but persons chosen to this position 

should be as capable at least as those whom they attempt to 
examine and supervise. 

Moreover, the ideals and theories as revealed by recent 
research in the domain of education have made the best 
teaching a difficult process. In no other business of life 
does experience count for so much, or is there so great a 
need for specialization. It is for this purpose that schools of 
education, normal schools, teachers’ institutes, are brought 
into existence. In view of these high qualifications, the 
professional teacher should receive every possible encourage- 
ment, especially a legal recognition of his special training. 
We call your attention to the fact that New Mexico does not 
recognize in any form the professional teacher by law, while 
all other states and territories in the Union do. Weare there- 
fore of the opinion thata young man or woman who has spent 
from one to two years in professional training in addition to 
his or her academic study inthe highschool or college should 
be deemed qualified to teachin any of the public schools of 
the territory, and the Territorial Board of Education should 
be authorized to issue a high class certificate to such persons 
under such restrictions and regulations as seem most ex- 
pedient to it. é 

We regard the county normal institute as one of the most 
effective agencies for improving the teacher and any means 
for improving it meets our hearty approval. Weexpress the 
opinion, however, that teachers ought not to be compelled to 
attend the institute unless competent instruction be provided 
for them. They ought to receive without doubt benefits 
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commensurate with the time and money which they are com- 
, pelled toexpend. Itisnotoniy poor policy for thecounty super- 
intendent to conduct his own institute but contrary to the 
law on the subject. We therefore call upon the territorial 
superintendent and the legislature by additional acts to so 
circumscribe the duties of the county superintendent in 
regard to institutes that he be unable to expend the institute 
fund directly or indirectly in his gwn interest. Theparty who 
drafted the present law for the financial Support of county 
institutes failed to mention, doubtlessinadvertently, counties -~ 
of the fourth class. These should be given the same amount \ 
as the third class. Many of our institute instructors have 
- been notorously incompetent and even more so than the 
teachers whom they essayed to intruct. To obviate this 
difficulty our Territorial Board of Education should pass 
upon the qualifications of all institute workers. 

We commit ourselves most favorably to New Mexico’s 
system of financial support of our schools. In general it is 
similar to the Teutonic States of Europe and those state in 
our own country that leadin educational matters. Itrecognizes 
the principle that all property should be taxed equally for 
school purposes. The public schools are supported by direct 
taxation and land endowment, and higher and special insti- 
tutions obtain their funds from three sources, taxation, land 
éndowment, and tuition. This we’believe to be the best sys- 
tem ever devised and only remains to be made more effective 
by appropriate legislation and supervision. 

It is a well known fact that our common school fund is at 
present insufficient. Many school districts do not have 

_ enough money to support a school more than three months 
in the year, the lowest limit permissible by the law, and 
numerous small communities living to far from organized 
schools have no school facilities at all. But a good school 
system should not only provide for its future support, its re-- 
sources increasing in proportion to its population. 

“By the congressional act of June 21, 1898, our Territory 
was given a portion of land usually granted to new states on . 
their admission into the Union. While this grant is great in 
area its value is comparatively small and much of itis prac- 
tically worthless. It is for these reasons that our public 
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school land endowment should be managed with the greatest 
care and economy. Among the states only two methods of 
managing public school lands have been practiced; some have 
sold them creating a permanent school fund for investment, 
while others have retained their lands to be rented. Those 
states which have practiced the first method not only have 
found their permanent school fund hard to invest at a reason- 
able rate of interest, but have witnessed, in many instances, 
the original sum grow less and less, from poor investment 
or dishonest officials; while those states which have seen fit 
to lease their lands instead, find themselves in possession 
not only a perpetually increasing income therefrogm to be an- 
nually disbursed for the support of their schools. “The school 
lands of Missouri were sold for less than $2 per acre, a sum 
which is not one half of its present rental value per annum, 
and Kansas now realizes she has made a similar mistake. 
The lowest price at which Nebraska sold her lands was $7 
per acre. After leasing large quantities of it she discovered 
it was poor policy and withdrew it from the market. Okla- 
homa has steadily refused to sell any of her school lands but 
devisec a system of leasing them from which she received an 
annual income for the year ending June, 1902 more than 5350,- 
000. Wetherefore emphatically disapprove of the sale ofany 
of our public lands, whether of low or high grade and most 
respectfully urge that the schoolg be allowed to receive the 
full benefits therefrom both now and in future years. We 


commend the vigorous businesslike methods of our land ' 


commissioner in leasing our lands, and believe that if the pres- 
ent policy is still allowed to confinue we shall soon have re- 
sults as gratifying as those of Oklahoma. 

In addition to the changes in our school lew intimated 
above we call attention to the following also: First. ln 
order to secure uniformity of practice, as is done in other 
states, the territorial superintendent, in addition to editing 
the school law as now provided, he shonld be empowered to 
place his interpretation uponits meaning and this interpre- 
tation be made just as effective as the law itself. Second. 
The law already provides that all school officers be furnished 
with a uniform system of blanks for transacting school 
business, but thus far the Territory has never printed them. 
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Third. Boards of education of cities and not of towns should 
have the power to issue special certificates to teach in their 
schools only, and the examination for such certificates should 
be carried on by someone who has been professionally quali- 
fied to do so. Fourth. The examination of county teachers 
which is set by law for the last Friday in Augustoften comes 
too late to enable teachers to hear from their examination 
before the beginning of their schools in September. This 
examination should be held at the close of the county normal 
institute, the sessions of which have been purposely made 
movable in order that the territorial superintendent may 
visit them at least two days each session. 
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